THE CHOICE OF A PRIME MINISTER

the Conservative party 'are very united and strong'.1 The Marchioness
of Ely, on the Queen's behalf, sent a similar but more coherent and less
passionate letter to Mr W. E. Forster.3

Mr Goschen's reply was, to the Queen-, 'very satisfactory' and the
replies of Lord Harrington and Mr Forster * most satisfactory'.3 Another
letter from Mr Goschen explained that 'the most important of Mr Glad-
stone's late colleagues' would do their utmost to prevent the adoption
of any course that might compel the Government to resign.4 The
Queen informed Lord Salisbury of its contents.5 Another 'very satis-
factory' letter from Mr Goschen produced the reply that it was 'now
a duty of all true patriots' to show that 'the moderate leaders of the
Liberal party' did not lean to Mr Gladstone's way of thinking.6 But,
whatever the 'true patriots' might be thinking or doing, the Govern-
ment was defeated on the 'three acres and a cow' amendment moved
by Mr Jesse Collings. There were, it seems, only about thirteen Liberal
patriots true enough to vote with the Conservative Government.

The Queen was reluctant to accept the Government's resignation and
suggested that she should talk to Mr Goschen. Lord Salisbury agreed,
and suggested that it should be done by his advice in order to relieve her
from all responsibility. The Queen satisfied her conscience by consider-
ing that * in former days old Lord Lansdowne and the great Duke of
Wellington had been consulted in this way, in '51 and in '55'.? Lord
Salisbury also expressed the wish that 'the moderate parties should
draw together'.8 He saw the draft of the invitation to Mr Goschen and
justified himself by stating that * the constitutional rule is that your
Majesty can never be without a Minister; for, as your Majesty can do no
wrong, there must always be somebody whom the House of Commons
can impeach. From this Lord Salisbury would deduce that a resignation
of a Prime Minister can never be accepted till the successor is definitely
suggested.'9 Mr Goschen, however, telegraphed that his visit would
expose the Queen to misconstruction and misinterpretation, and en-
treated her to send for Mr Gladstone.10
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